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Louisiana Is Waking Up Now! 


OTHING is closer to our hearts than education, especially of our youth. We spend more 
than twenty million dollars annually for schools and colleges—the formal processes of 
education, making remarkable progress. But, we lag far behind in the matter of literacy 
among the states of the Union, being about third from the bottom. We spend annually less 
than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars (1/80th) for libraries—the informal processes 
of education and culture. 

Of the more than two million souls in Louisiana, about one-fourth of them are educables 
or enrolled in schools and colleges. Some of these are there for a brief time only, and none 
for more than about one third of his life span. But, mental food is essential from the cradle 
to the grave. Yet, we content ourselves with spending less than a quarter of a million a year, 
to feed all the people lettered and unlettered. This is a very uneven picture. We should 
spend at least two million dollars a year for library service in Louisiana. 

The Citizens’ Library Movement organized April 24, 1937, at Shreveport, following a call 
issued by President James Monroe Smith of LSU in 1936 for the formation of such plans as 
would sponsor adult education and library service in the State, has launched a campaign to 
tarry the Message to Garcia, and it seeks State Aid for libraries. 

The Louisiana Library Commission is asking for $350,000 a year for the next bi-ennium 
to be allocated as follows: 

1. For Commission’s overhead and Library State Capitol, $100,000 for each year; 

2. For demonstration libraries on regional and parish basis, $100,000 of each year; 

3. State Aid to existing libraries, organized by law, directed by professionally trained li- 
brarians, extending services to regional and parish wide area, on apnroved plans by the 
Commission, $150,000 a year. 

Let’s go. 
Cordially, 
J. O. Modisette, 


Chairman of the Louisiana Library Commission 


UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
GENERAL LIBRARY 
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esurvey of Libraries and Archives 


in Central -America 


By Artuur E. Gropp, 


Librarian of the Department of Middle American Research of 
Tulane University of Louisiana 


HE Central American area through 

which the survey of libraries and ar- 
chives was carried is comprised of the Repub- 
lics of Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama, and the 
territories of British Honduras and the Canal 
Zone. Geographically this area is located be- 
tween the seventh and eighteenth degrees 
north latitude and 77°15’ and 92°45’ west 
longitude, all entirely within the tropical 
zone and in the Western hemisphere. 


There are hot, dank lowlands, excellent 
for the breeding of tropical diseases and the 
lush propagation of lower plant and animal 
life. There are rugged picturesque highlands 
marked by constant volcanic activities and 
underground disturbances. Half the year is 
extremely dry, the other half extremely wet. 

Seen from the air the land’s surface is a 
pattern of magnificent ripples of green cov- 
ered forests, clearings of field and village, and 
watery arms carrying the excess rain away to 
the sea. Continuing out of Guatemala south 
into Nicaragua, the mountain chain narrows 
into a row of low bumps ending in a pulsat- 
ing climax, the tall conically shaped Momo- 
tombo, breathing sulphur at the very edge of 
Lake Managua. Over the narrow ridge which 
is Panama one becomes thrillingly aware of 
the continents severed by the man-made cut 
connecting the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. 

The two decades following the discovery 
of America saw the Spanish expanding to this 
part of the American mainland. In 1510 a 
permanent colony was established on the 
coast of Panama. In 1519 Cortes began the 
conquest of Mexico. In 1524 Nicaragua was 
invaded from the south by Pedrarias Davila, 
and that same year in the north, Pedro Al- 


vardo took Guatemala. European influences 
became a permanent and impressive reality. 
The Central American area, excepting Pana- 
ma, became territory of the Captaincy Gen- 
eral of Guatemala and so continued until it 
became independent from Spain in 1821. In 
the first years of their freedom, the provinces 
of the old Captaincy General of Guatemala 
formed a single united nation, the Confed- 
erated States of Central America. Internal 
strife and revolt, however, broke the Confed- 
eration within a few years into five separate 
and distinct nations. 


Central America’s blood tinged history 
has been full of revolutions, political up- 
heavals and purges. The latest revolt occurred 
in Honduras early in 1937. Quite evident are 
smoldering fires of resentment over unsatis- 
factory boundary settlements, the Republics 
of Honduras and Nicaragua being the present 
contentious parties. 

The population, thickest in the Republic 
of El Salvador, presents a pattern ranging 
from the pure Indian majority to the pure 
white of largely Spanish descent. Interwoven 
in this pattern is the negro with his corres- 
ponding mixtures, and a sprinkling of orien- 
tal. Each race has its own culture level, 
traditions and customs. 

Natural resources are largely undeveloped 
and of the products grown only two are of 
sufficient extent to be included as chief ex- 
ports—bananas and coffee. Imports are main- 
ly machinery, automobiles, metal for building 
purposes, tools and hardware. Industrializa- 
tion is practically unknown. 

Chiefly because of the mountainous con- 
ditions, tropical growth, and the seasonal 
heavy rains, the development of a road system 


1. Revised from an address to the Philological Society of Tulane University, November 16, 1937. 








SSRSRRFRBRSSFSESRFL RGSS 


~~ Ta SS 


ic 


re 


el, 
ed 
of 


oX- 


ng 


on- 


em 











LovistaNA Lisprary ASSOCIATION 


—_—_—_ 





~<a 3 





has remained unemphasized until the recent 
initial construction of the Pan American 
Highway was begun. Some railroads have 
been built but at tremendous cost. Several 
of the Republics have transcontinental lines 
but these are far from constituting a network. 
To outlying districts away from the well 
beaten path, the favorite means of transporta- 
tion still is the mule. Air lines too have been 
established. In Honduras where roads and 
railroads are conspicuously absent, TACA 
(Transportacion Aerea de Centro America) 
Air Line Company has service to all parts of 
the Republic at small cost. Over 3,000 per- 
sons ride monthly by air in that small coun- 
try. 

Government income is small, accounting 
in the main for the undeveloped state of natu- 
ral resources and transportation facilities. 
Family incomes likewise are small, with con- 
sequent curtailed standards of living. One 
national librarian is well paid at eighty-five 
dollars monthly. To stretch this amount to 
include primary and secondary education for 
his seven children, and a university education 
for three of them constitutes a matter for care- 
ful budgeting. In this as in most similar 
cases, the livelihood must be supplemented 
by additional work elsewhere. 


The foregoing background picture certain- 
ly looks negative for the realization of cultu- 


p ral pursuit. Could one justly expect to find a 


great deal of cultural progress in these coun- 
ies with such constant economic and politi- 
al struggle? Happily, observation of this 
phase of life indicates that they have attained 
tfinements worthy of the attention of the 
wilized world. Education through the pri- 
mary grades is compulsory, secondary educa- 
tion is marked by general training after 
which the student may pursue a professional 
‘ourse in the University. There are separate 
thools for trades, music, commercial work, 
and teaching. In each republic one finds ac- 
we historical and geographical, art, and 
Mientific societies. Libraries are plentiful, 
lumbering over two hundred with an ag- 
Begated total of 638,000 volumes. Repre- 
ented in this number are these types: na- 
tonal, municipal, society, club house, army, 





police, penitentigry, circulating, observatory, 
university and school, archiepiscopal, law, 
government office, children’s museum, and 
hospital libraries. 


The Republic of El Salvador was the first 
to realize on the interest in national library 
activity, when in 1870 the government author- 
ized the purchase of the six thousand volume 
private collection of the deceased Cardinal 
Lambruschini in Rome. Interest next ap- 
peared in Guatemala with the establishment 
of its National Library in 1879, the collection 
numbering some 15,000 volumes coming 
largely from the suppressed monastic orders. 
In Honduras the National Library was 
created in conjunction with the National 
Archives in 1880. Nicaragua followed in 
1881, and Costa Rica in 1888. To Costa 
Rica’s National Library was transferred the 
library of the discontinued National Univer- 
sity. In the Canal Zone, although some li- 
brary organization appeared in 1914, it was 
not until 1918 that funds were appropriated 
for a formal organization of books and ser- 
vice. The Colonial government of British 
Honduras opened a public library for the en- 
tire territory in 1935, the funds for the book 
collection being granted by the Carnegie 
Corporation. Only Panama is without a na- 
tional library, but municipally owned public 
libraries have existed there since 1892. 

On the whole, libraries are small, number- 
ing from four hundred to fifteen hundred 
volumes. Among the larger libraries are the 
National Library of Costa Rica with 100,000 
volumes, the Canal Zone Library with 50,000, 
and the National Library of Guatemala with 
42,000. Appropriations for libraries are small, 
sufficient in most cases only for the librari- 
an’s salary, rent, and light. Growth of the 
library consequently is dependent almost en- 
tirely upon gifts. Some few can offer publica- 
tions in exchange. 

Archives in the Central American area 
offer a wealth of unedited source materials, 
which have been preserved in a remarkable 
state despite serious earth tremors, revolu- 
tions, fires and floods. But there have been 
casualties. The archives of British Honduras 
suffered in the fire of 1918 and again in the 
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flood of 1853. Previous to these disasters 
records dated from 1789, but now only from 
1853. The National Archives of El Salvador 
burned in the fire which destroyed the Na- 
tional Palace in 1889. Consequently few doc- 
uments in the national government pre-date 
1889. The National Archives of Nicaragua 
suffered in the earthquake in 1931 which par- 
tially destroyed the capital city and were 
burned in the fire that followed. 


Guatemala is by far the richest in archive 
materials by reason of its importance in the 
Colonial government as the seat of the Cap- 
taincy General, and maintains records which 
date from the Conquest period. In the Muni- 
cipal Archives of Guatemala City (soon to be 
transferred to the General Archives of the 
government) are priceless treasures—volume 
one of the Municipal acts, beginning with the 
date July 29, 1524; the True History of the 
Conquest of New Spain, by Bernal Diaz del 
Castillo, a soldier in the conquest; and Muni- 
cipal Charters signed by the King of Spain. 
Other early records are found in the Colonial 
Archives dating from 1538; in the Land Of- 
fice from 1536; and in the General Archives 
of the Government from 1538. On April 21, 
1937, an order was issued for the centraliza- 
tion in the General Archives of the Govern- 
ment of all public documents with date prior 
to the independence date of September 16, 
1821 (some depositories excepted). 

Costa Rica possesses an excellently organ- 
ized National Archives. All records in 
municipalities prior to 1850 were transferred 
some years ago, and each of the divisions of 
the government with the exception of the 
Foreign Office is required every four years to 
deposit its records in the centralized National 
Archives. Here the earliest records date from 
1524, copies pertaining to Costa Rica from 
the Archives of the Indies in Seville. 

Honduras has records in the National 
Archives dating from 1580. Panama the 
youngest of the republics has complete rec- 
ords since its independence in 1903. How- 
ever, under a centralized plan, it is collecting 
all municipal public documents prior to 1903. 

Other archive deposits deserving mention 
are those of the Church; also the archives of 


municipalities of those countries which have 
not established centralized archive systems. 
Hospitals and schools, too, offer rich collec- 
tions of source materials. 


In each country are men who have made 


outstanding contributions in the fields of bib- 
liography and historical research. Guatemala 
has Rafael Arevalo Martinez, director of the 
National Library, who besides literary con- 
tributions is editing through the library a 
bulletin of very high quality; J. Joaquin 
Pardo, Director of the General Archives, a 
genius in his own rank, who since receiving 
the directorship in September 1935 has fully 
indexed over forty thousand documents be- 
sides having in preparation over 2,000 type- 
written pages of work for publication; Joa- 
quin Alvardo, considered the most thorough 
and exact paleographer in Guatemala; Gil- 
berto Valenzuela, bibliophile, who has com- 
piled a work on the bibliography of Guate- 
mala, 1821-1830, to be continued through 
1850, based in great part upon the contents 
of his extremely rich private library. 


The Republic of El Salvador has Miguel 
Angel Garcia who is compiling a voluminous 
documentary and bibliographic encyclopedia 
to the history of his country, of which six 
volumes through the letter C have appeared; 
General Jose Tomas Calderon who has writ- 
ten a geographic compendium of Salvador. 

In the Republic of Honduras may be men- 
tioned Esteban Guardiola, Romulo Duron 
and Felix Salgado; in Nicaragua, Luis Cua- 
dra Cea, Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, Felipe 
Pardinas, S .M., Emilio Alvarez, and Jose 
Coronel Urtecho. 


Costa Rica has Ricardo Fernandez Guar- 
dia, director of the National Archives noted 
for his contributions to the history of the Re- 
public; eight-year old Adolfo Blen, cataloger 
in the National Library, who has in manu- 
script a complete history of periodical and 
newspaper development in Costa Rica, and 4 
card file practically complete, indexing the 
imprints of Costa Rica. 

In Panama should be mentioned the work 
of Samuel Lewis, Ernesto Castillero, Juan A. 
Susto, and Enrique J. Arce. 
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‘The (itizens Library Movement 


By Marcaret Dixon, 


Publicity Director, Louisiana Library Commission 


IX a determined effort to obtain state aid 
for libraries at the coming session of the 
Louisiana Legislature, the Citizens’ Library 
Movement is conducting a last-minute cam- 
paign to make the state library conscious. 
Less than a year old, the Citizens’ Library 
Movement already has a membership well 
over the 200,000 mark. Each and every one 
of its members is pledged to work for state 
aid for libraries so that books may be made 
accessible to every nook and corner of Lou- 
isiana. For the Citizens’ Library Movement 
is staunchly back of the principle of state 





(Continued from page 4.) 

In support of the bibliographical revolu- 
tion of the Conference of the International 
Congress of American States in Montevideo, 
the surveyor sought to encourage the cen- 
tralization of bibliography in each country to 
the extent of suggesting that each government 
might profitably name a central body in 
which municipalities and government offices 
be required to deposit copies of indices to the 
existing document materials in their archives, 
plus annual supplements for current ma- 
terials. Similarly, that the government solicit 
indices of materials in private, society, church 
collections, etc. Many of these collections are 
already indexed, of which copies could be 
made quite easily. A collection to which no 
inventory or index exists naturally constitutes 
a job of longer duration. 

It is felt that aside from having obtained 
data on libraries and archives for the publica- 
tion of a guide the survey will pave the way 
to an increased interchange of bibliographic 
information. They often are quite unaware 
of current Latin American studies in pro- 
gress in our country, as we, on the other hand, 
are quite uninformed of local contributions. 
To realize this interchange will require 
mutual cooperation for which they as well as 
we are in a receptive mood. 


aid for libraries, as the only possible method 
of spreading the doctrine of library service to 
the more rural areas of Louisiana. 

Telegrams and letters from members of 
the Citizens’ Library Movement in almost 
every parish in the state have poured into the 
offices of the Louisiana Library Commission 
during the past month, pledging support and 
cooperation to the commission’s request of 
$700,000 for the biennium. An equal deluge 
of letters and telegrams has gone to Gover- 
nor Richard W. Leche, asking that he give 
favorable consideration to the library budget 
and assuring him that the people of Louisi- 
ana want libraries. 

The commission’s budget has been en- 
dorsed by practically all statewide organiza- 
tions in Louisiana, most of which are likewise 
members of the Citizens’ Library Movement. 
It has the approval of hundreds of individuals 
and of numerous clubs. 

It was following a meeting of the Louisi- 
ana Library Association last spring that the 
Citizens’ Library Movement was organized. 
Citizens from all sections of the state as- 
sembled, told how interested they were in 
libraries, the need for extended book service 
in Louisiana, and formed themselves into a 
statewide group to promote library develop- 
ment in the state. 

Many organizations then and there 
pledged their cooperation to the movement. 
The Louisiana Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
the Louisiana State Fair Association, the Lou- 
isiana Federation of Labor, the Louisiana Li- 
brary Association, Organized Communities of 
Louisiana, prominent individuals from all 
sections of the state, numerous clubs all 
pledged their support. That spring meetings 
were held in New Orleans and Monroe to be- 
gin campaigns there. 

Summer and the consequent lull that 
marks all things in this deep-South state in- 
tervened. But the Citizens’ Library Move- 
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School Libraries 


ORE and better publicity for Louisiana 
school libraries seems to be the slogan 

of the month, to judge from the pages of cur- 
cent magazines. The Bulletin of the Ameri- 
can Library Association for February features 
an article entitled “State Purchase of School 
Library Books in Louisiana”, by Miss Short- 
ess, the State Supervisor of School Libraries. 
This is one of a series of articles on state aid 
for school libraries in the various states. The 
A. L. A. Publicity Division is preparing an- 


other article, which will contain similar in- 
formation, for School Executives Magazine. 
The February issue of Louisiana Schools, 
the journal of the state teachers’ association, 
carries the first school library news letter, 
edited by Miss Shortess. The news letter will 
appear monthly, and is planned to include 
items of interest to teachers, principals, and 
superintendents as well as to librarians. 





All over the State school librarians are 





(Continued from page 5.) 


ment enrolled a few members, planned for 

big campaigns in the fall and postponed any 

drive for members until cooler weather. 
But even during the hot summer months, 


citizens of Louisiana showed themselves as 
definitely behind the library movement. For 
example in one small town in North Louisi- 
ana, Swartz in Ouachita parish, more than 
75 individuals enrolled. 


With the fall, active campaigns began. In 
Ruston more than 400 members were en- 
rolled; In Shreveport and Caddo parish both 
clubs and individuals joined by the score; 
In Webster parish a large group became 
members, and in the parishes of Winn, 
Grant and Jackson a large group is presently 
conducting an extensive campaign. In South 
Louisiana, in Tangipahoa, in Concordia and 
in fact all over the state there was a response. 
There is no doubt about it; the people of 
Louisiana want libraries and they want them 
now. 


J. O. Modisette of Jennings is the state 
chairman of the Citizens’ Library Movement. 
Mrs. Fenn Leaming of Mansfield is vice- 
president, and Ward Delaney of Shreveport 
is treasurer. Mrs. Allen Hackett of New Or- 
leans is secretary of the organization which 
has for its honorary head Governor Richard 
W. Leche. Superintendent of Education, T. 
H. Harris and Dr. James M. Smith, president 
of Louisiana State university, are honorary 
vice-chairmen. 





Interest in the organization has grown 
apace. In addition to statewide organizations 
previously mentioned, the Citizens’ Library 
Movement has the endorsement of the Lou- 
isiana department of the American Legion 
and its Auxiliary, the Louisiana Federation 
of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, 
the Louisiana Press Association, the Louisi- 
ana Young Men’s Business Clubs Association, 
the Louisiana Parent-Teacher Association, the 
Louisiana Division, American Association of 
University Women, Louisiana Reserve Of- 
ficers Association, the Louisiana Mayors As- 
sociation, Louisiana Association of Life Un- 
derwriters and other groups. It has the ap- 
proval of numerous organizations and clubs 
which are local in scope. Chambers of Com- 
merce, business men, women clubs, literary 
groups, parents and teachers units—all have 
given it their enthusiastic cooperation. 


Membership in the Citizens’ Library 
Movement is open to any man, woman of 
child interested in library development. In- 
dividual dues are 25 cents and club dues are 
$1, the money being used for membership 
work and to spread the message of libraries 
over the state. 

The Citizens’ Library Movement is 4 
reality now. It is making a concrete effort 
to make state aid for libraries a reality. It is 
a crystallization as it were, of all the wide- 
spread library sentiment of the state. And it 
is'‘a movement in which librarians particular- 
ly should feel a keen interest. 
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busy interviewing teachers and students to 
get recommendations of titles, poring over 
publishers’ catalogs, and making notes of 
books which they plan to have on their 
shelves next fall. They are making prepara- 
tions for the second State purchase of school 
library books, which will be made during the 
summer. Although the instructions and order 
blanks will not reach the schools before April 
|, the librarian knows that most of the work 
of selection can be finished by that time, and 
the last-minute rush can be avoided. 


Recently it was announced that the new 
State-approved list for elementary school li- 
braries is the Graded List of Books for Chil- 
dren, a copy of which will be sent by the 
State Department of Education to each ele- 
mentary school in the State. Accompanying 
this will be a pamphlet for supplementary 
use, including the titles recommended for 
children in Booklist Books for 1935, 1936, 
and 1937. 


The librarians in schools with elementary 
departments will be able to give the elemen- 
tary-school teachers much-needed help in 
making their selections of titles to be ordered. 
Besides the Graded List and its supplemen- 
tary pamphlet, other standard lists may of 
course be used in choosing titles, such as the 
Children’s Catalog, Right Book for the Right 
Child, etc. The librarian may also call the 
attention of the primary teachers to the book- 
list for grades 1-3 appearing on p. 32 of Lou- 
isiana Schools for February, 1938. It is 
planned that similar lists for various grades 
of the elementary school will be included 
each month as a feature of the school library 
news letter. 


For selecting her high-school books, the 
librarian will of course use the ever-reliable 
Standard Catalog for High School Libraries, 
the third edition of which has recently been 
published. 

At the Kansas City A. L. A., June 13-18, 
the School Library Section will have for the 
first time a General Session devoted to its 
work. A nationally known educator is to 
sketch the place of education in the modern 
scene, and another good speaker will paint 





the place of the library in the educational 
scene. It will be of interest to the general 
library profession to learn what we are doing, 
and of interest to us to hear again what we 
should be doing. The library world is at last 
to see us as we see ourselves. We should all 
make an effort to be there to capitalize on 
this opportunity of selling our angle of library 
work. 

The dates are right for most of us. Being 
right after the end of school, we will have 
an incentive to finish our work quickly, es- 
pecially when we know that the chairman of 
the section writes she is particularly anxious 
that the Kansas City meeting be quite social 
and gay. 

Some of the section speakers have been 
announced. They include Dr. Dora Smith of 
the University of Minnesota, who will talk 
on “Reading from the Teacher Angle.” We 
know from her article in the A. L. A. Bulletin 
in answer to the now famous “Lose Not the 
Nightingale”, that she knows books, young- 
sters, and libraries. Miss Helen McCracken 
of the Westinghouse High School of Pitts- 
burgh will give a demonstration of the 
presentation of books to pupils. At one of 
the joint meetings a mid-western writer will 
talk, which will be of particular interest to 
the many mid-western librarians who plan 
to be there. 

If you have a special problem which you 
would like to have aired at a Round Table, 
write our chairman, Miss Elizabeth Foster, 
at the Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh. She is 
eager for pertinent suggestions. We will get 
help in our problems, inspiration, and fun at 
the A. L. A., and since we all need help, fun, 
and inspiration, we should plan to be there. 


The ten school librarians of Vermilion 
Parish have formed a library association, 
meeting monthly. The officers are Elmira 
Montgomery, Kaplan High School, president; 
Minnie Hall, Erath High School, secretary. 
The association has ‘adopted definite objec- 
tives for its work, relating chiefly to budgets, 
equipment, and other standards. The group 
has secured the interest and support of the 
school officials, and is making a good begin- 
ning toward achieving its aims. 
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What About Ltbrary Instruction? 


By Eta V. Avpricn, 


Readers Adviser of the Hill Memorial Library of Louisiana State University 


HAT a good library is the central force 

in any progressive educational institu- 
tion is an indisputable fact, and no student 
can get the most from his school experience 
without knowing how to use a library effec- 
tively. Such instruction is necessary at in- 
tervals from the elementary school level 
through the graduate school. 

With the development of school libraries 
in Louisiana comes the problem of library in- 
struction, which should be uniform within 
several classifications of high schools. Stand- 
ards have been set not only by the Southern 
Association but by our own State Department 
of Education, but these will never be met 
unless more cooperation is forthcoming from 
superintendents, principals and _ librarians. 
The assistance by the State Department of 
Education is aid and not support. If high 
school library instruction were uniform, col- 
lege students could be classified according 
to past experience and knowledge and be 
given a course based thereon. Such a system 
would make the whole field of library in- 
struction more effective. 

At present a committee of school and of 
college librarians is working on a project 


which may lead to uniform high school in- 
struction, thereby molding the possibilities 
for better college instruction. The plan is to 
classify schools within three groups and to 
work out instruction content within each 
group. The one important basis for classifica- 
tion is the book collection, and schools will be 
encouraged to achieve perfection within one 
classification and work toward the next. 
Ownership of books and not the lessons 
taught will determine qualification; because 
at present too many schools borrow certain 
books long enough to meet state requirements 
for teaching certain lessons. 

At L. S. U. freshmen who have had pre- 
vious library experience show a slight ad- 
vantage over other students, but a fair pre- 
test would give damaging evidence against 
present library instruction in high schools. 

The surprising ignorance of students even 
from schools with the best libraries is indi- 
cative of weakness somewhere. Can it be due 
to the fact that library instruction is the step- 
child of a crowded curriculum? Until a defi- 
nite place for it is made in the curriculum 
by the State Department of Education, the 
school librarians are hopelessly handicapped. 





Public Libraries 


ALEXANDRIA PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The Board of Directors met on January 
12th in the library and elected officers to 
serve for the coming year; viz: Miss Mary 
Thornton, President, Mr. R. C. Bauer, Vice- 
President, and Mrs. Annie L. Peters, Secre- 
tary-Treasurer. The librarian’s annual report 
showed an increased attendance in reading 
rooms, also an increased circulation of chil- 
dren’s books and books used in trades and 


professions. 


NEW ORLEANS PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Miss Theresa Militello, Circulation De- 
partment, reviewed “Northwest Passage”, by 
Kenneth Roberts at the L. L. A. Junior 
Members meeting held Saturday morning 
February 26th. 





Miss Frances Gish reviewed “Apes, men, 
and morons”, by Ernest A. Hooton at the 
New Orleans Library Club meeting held at 
Xavier University. 
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The staff members of the New Orleans 
Public Library have joined the A. L. A. this 
year in greater numbers than ever before. 
Twenty sent in dues to the A. L. A., and 
thirty-three to the L. L. A. The Branches 
and the Catalog Department are both 100 
per cent in the L. L. A. and the Catalog De- 
partment is also 100 per cent in the A. L. A. 





The Children’s Theater is sponsored by 
the New Orleans Better Films Chapter. Two 
shows are held in the Public Library audi- 
torium on Saturday afternoons. The average 
attendance each week is around 450-500. The 
program consists of both educational and 
recreational films. Under “educational” 
would come the travel pictures, animal 
studies, nature films, etc. Under “recrea- 
tional” would fall fairy tales, animal stories, 
animated cartoons, etc. 

The film projector and films are furnished 
by the N. O. Beiter Films Chapter, the opera- 
tor is furnished by the N. Y. A. A member 
of the library staff helps with the selection of 
films, she relates subject of films to books for 
children, by short book talks following the 
films. 

The shows are put on for children under 
14 years of age. The Children’s Theater 
began in October, 1937. 





Dorothy Beckemeyer, assistant Circulation 
Department was transferred to the Reference 
Department February 16, 1938. 

Isabelle Hirn, assistant Reference Depart- 
ment transferred to Nix Branch, to take 
charge of the Branch March 2, 1938. 

Miss Farnces Gish is a new assistant in 


the library. 





A “Town Meeting Bookshelf”, consisting 


of a special display of books relating to the 
particular subject under discussion each 
Thursday on “America’s Town Meeting of 
the Air” program has been featured weekly 
at the New Orleans Public Library. Several 
days in advance of the broadcast, material 
on the topic for the coming week is placed 
on display for the convenience of readers who 
wish to inform themselves on the subject be- 
fore listening in on the broadcast. In addition 
to the books displayed an advance announce- 
ment of each program, giving the subject and 
speakers is posted. 

Some of the subjects which have been dis- 
cussed and broadcast over the N. B. C. Net- 
work are: America’s foreign policies, Govern- 
ment planning and business recovery, Gov- 
ernment regulation of wages and hours, and 
other topics of public interest. 

This project is in cooperation with the 
A. L. A. and the Forum division of the 
Town Hail. 





Participating in the observance of Na- 
tional Social Hygiene Day, the New Orleans 
Public Library made an exhibit of books and 
materials on social diseases. 

The panel discussion held by the Associa- 
tion was attended by a library siaff represen- 
tative who spoke on the resources of the 
library covering social hygiene and the in- 
terest and willingness of the library as an 
educational agency of the community, to co- 
operate with and offer its services to the As- 
sociation whenever possible. 

Dr. Boothby, President of the New Or- 
leans Social Hygiene Association, in acknow- 
ledging the possibilities of cooperation said 
“. .. the Press and Public Libraries must be 
avenues by which intelligent and responsible 


” 


information reaches the mass of people . . .”. 





(ollege and Reference Section 


The College and Reference Section is glad 
to welcome three new reporters. They are: 

The librarian at Louisiana College in 
Pineville, Miss Eleanor Kopman. 
Mrs. L. Marcy, Loyola University. 





Mrs. Esther Findlay Harvey, Sophie New- 
comb College. 





The College and Reference Section urges 
that all college and reference librarians attend 
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the Louisiana Library Association Convention 
which is to be held at Alexandria, April 7-9. 


Of special interest to college and reference 
librarians will be the section meeting Thurs- 
day night, April 7, at dinner. There will be 
an interesting report from Miss Ella V. Ald- 
rich, chairman of the Committee on Instruc- 
tion in the Use of Libraries in Colleges, and 
her committee members, Miss Sue Hefley of 
Northeast Center and Miss Loma Knighten 
of Southwestern Institute. 


We, also, hope to have a report of the 
mid-winter meeting of the American Library 
Association, College and Reference Section. 


If you have any suggestions for the pro- 
gram, please let the chairman of the section 
know, because we want the meeting to be of 
interest to all of us. 





Louisiana College 
Pineville, Louisiana 

The librarian at Louisiana College has re- 
cently received 400 new books representing 
acquisition in several departments. 

The library has, also, received several gifts 
of old books which will add several hundred 
more to the collection. 

As in many libraries, cataloging and ref- 
erence work has demanded so much of the 
librarian’s time that there has been time for 
little else. There have been, however, dis- 
plays with book jackets which attracted many 
readers. The problem of limited space and 
economical use of available space is an im- 
portant consideration at Louisiana College as 
it is with many other librarians. 

Eleanor Kopman, 
Librarian 


LOYOLA UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
New Orleans, La. 

In the month of February, we had a dis- 
play combined with lists and other announce- 
ments of Catholic books, pamphlets and 
newspapers in connection with the national 
observance of Catholic Press month. For the 
books, we collected and displayed the Cath- 
olic book club selections over a period of 
years. These books included drama, fiction, 


poetry, history, essays. We found that there 
was a gratifying response from many stu- 
dents who read the books, pamphlets and 


newspapers. 


Recently we posted on the bulletin board, 
the book jackets of a few books just added 
to the library. This publicity was very suc- 
cessful, as in one day practically all the books 
were loaned out. 


At the present time, we are contemplating 
a display of books for use in Lenten reading 
in connection with the annual Lenten retreat 


which will be held from March 9-12. 


The library has received through many of 
the consuls of South American countries sev- 
eral volumes on the literature of these coun- 
tries. 


We are building up our Romance Lan- 
guage departments for the graduate work 
which will begin about September of this 
year. 

Mrs. L. Marcy, 
Librarian 


NORTHEAST CENTER, L. S. U. 
Monroe, La. 


The library at Northeast Center of L. S. 
U. abolished fines for overdue material, with 
the beginning of the current semester. Pub- 
licity was given the move through the school 
paper, and the library attempted in every way 
to make the student aware of reasons for the 
abolition. The library believes that the stu- 
dent will appreciate the new order, and will 
respond to the position taken by the library 
that the situation may provide good training 
in social ethics, since emphasis is placed on 
returning books because they may be needed 
by others rather than because of fear of an 
inflicted fine. Of course, books are still kept 
beyond the date due, but in no greater num- 
bers than before fines were abolished. The 
librarian believes that already an excellent 
student attitude toward the library as a result 
of the new system can be detected. 

Sue Hefley, 
Librarian 
(Continued on page 12.) 
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Lousiana Library Association 
Annual Meeting 


HAIRMAN Ralph W. McComb and the 

members of the committee serving with 
him have arranged a most interesting pro- 
gram for the annual meeting which is to be 
held in Alexandria April 7 to 9. A group 
of brilliant speakers is to be in attendance, 
among others President-elect of the Ameri- 
can Library Association, Milton J. Ferguson, 
Librarian of the Brooklyn Public Library, 
Theodore Koch, Librarian of Northwestern 
University, Miss Julia Wright Merrill, of the 
American Library Association, who is chief of 
the Public Library Division and Department 
of Information and Advisory Services and 
Miss Nora Beust, recently appointed Specialist 
in School Libraries for the United States Of- 
fice of Education. The coming of these distin- 
guished librarian visitors to supplement the 
contributions of splendid local talent makes 
certain a meeting of unusual interest. The at- 
tendance should be large. Librarians who 
have not done so will wish to make reserva- 
tions at the Bentley Hotel of Alexandria 
which will be headquarters. The program 
as at present planned is as follows: 


THURSDAY 
10:00 Registration 
Committee meetings 
2:00 First general session 
Address of welcome, by the Hon- 
orable H. H. White 
Business meeting 
Committee reports 
Election of officers 
Progress in New Orleans, by E. J. 
McGivaren 
6:15 Sectional meetings at dinner 
College and reference section 
Parish and municipal librarians 
Law librarians 
8:30 Some famous literary forgeries; illus- 
trated lecture by Dr. Theodore 
Koch. 


9:15 Reception 





FRIDAY 
8:30 Library school breakfasts 


10:00 Second general session: Professional ac- 

tivity 

The American Library Association, 
Dorothy Moss 

Library clubs, Florinell Francis 

Schools and fellowships, Lucy Foote 

Publications, R. W. McComb 

Discussion 


12:00 Junior members round table Juncheon 


2:00 Third general session: Louisiana li- 

brary development 

Impressions of Louisiana libraries, 
Dr. Helen Stewart 

The tri-parish development, Mary 
W. Harris 

School library progress, Lois Shortess 

University library progress, J. A. Mc- 
Millen 

The Library Commission, Essae M. 
Culver 

Discussion 


7:30 Annual banquet, J. 
Toastmaster 
Address, Mr. Milton J. Ferguson 
Authors in libraries, Robert J. Usher 
Treasure hunting in Louisiana, J. A. 


McMillen 


O. Modisette, 


SATURDAY 
10:00 Fourth general session 
The Binding of a book, a film. 
Library extension news from the 
field, Julia Wright Merrill 
Juvenile literature for school and 
public libraries, Nora Beust 
Getting books to the people, J. O. 
Modisette 


12:30 Luncheons 


School librarians 
Trustees 





THe BuLLETIN OF THE 





COLLEGE AND REFERENCE SECTION 
(Continued from page 10.) 





NEWCOMB LIBRARY 
New Orleans, La. 

Beginning with the session of 1937-38, 
three members of the library staff gave in- 
struction in the use of the library to the 
Freshman classes which includes questions 
on the catalog, problems in reference books 
and the making of a bibliography. This 
work is done in co-operation with the Eng- 
lish department. 

The library staff has recently classified and 
catalogued the books of the Newcomb Alum- 
nae Book Loan Collection and has installed 
a charging system. 

Newcomb College has received from Tu- 
lane a collection of Carnival invitations, pro- 
grams and souvenirs dating back to the be- 
ginning of many of the organizations. The 
collection was bequeathed to the University 
by late Newcomb alumna, Mrs. Olyve Bor- 
land Gill. With the aid of NYA students 
the library is to classify this mass of mate- 
rial. The souvenirs, consisting of pins, 
badges and favors will be arranged in display 
cases and housed permanently in the lobby 
of Dixon Hall. The other material will be 
available in the Library. 

ESTHER FINLAY HARVEY, 
Librarian. 





CENTENARY COLLEGE 
Shreveport, La. 

Centenary’s problems in the library are 
similar to those at Louisiana College, for, 
because of the almost doubled library appro- 
priation during this year, we have added a 
great many reference materials as well as 
books in the general collection. 

We are at present in process of attempting 
to catalog the unusual influx of new books as 
well as carry on the other duties of the library 
at the same time. 

In order to cope with our overcrowded 
conditions, we have appropriated a room in 
Jackson Hall to be used as store room and 
mending room, and the only disadvantage at 


present is that our store room is overcrowded, 
too. 

Our plans for the spring include special 
projects in library science in “the elementary 
campus school where we hope to give special 
instruction to the grammar school children 
in how to use libraries, using Scribner’s new 
text book, THE CHILDREN’S BOOK ON 
HOW TO USE BOOKS AND LIBRARIES. 
We are, also, planning to attempt the begin- 
ning of a small library in the model school, 
all to be sponsored and worked out by the 
course in Library Science, 102. 

LUCILE ALTHAR, 
Librarian. 





SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA 
INSTITUTE 
Lafayette, La. 

Tentative plans have been made at South- 
western for a new Library building with 
every prospect of securing the new building 
within two years. 

Mr. Charles R. Flack, librarian at South- 
western, has resigned his position beginning 
April first, to accept the librarianship of 
Hampton Institute. He will be sincerely 
missed from the convention this April as well 
as in the library activities of the state. 

Miss Loma Knighten will serve as acting 
librarian. Mrs. F. S. Boussard, head of the 
cataloging department, has been on leave of 
absence since February first due to ill-health. 

LOMA KNIGHTEN, 
Acting Librarian 





DODD COLLEGE LIBRARY 
Shreveport, La. 

The Library staff of Dodd College is at 
present conecntrating its efforts on keeping 
complete records of student and faculty use of 
tle library. We are attempting to check ac- 
curately books withdrawn, reserve books 
used, magazines read, papers looked over, ref 
erence material referred to, number of stu- 
dents using the library for study, number of 
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students using it as a reading room, etc. This 
statistical information is used for various 
purposes, but this semester we are using it 
primarily as a promotional phase of our li- 
brary work. At regular intervals the records 
are studied, facts assimilated and published 
to the students and faculty members through 
posters, bulletin board notices, and news let- 
ters. Departmental ratings are made, stu- 
dents compared, and types of reading ana- 
lyzed. Competition results and circulation 
increases. 


The library news letter which is published 
monthly carries other items than that of sta- 
tistical information. It contains a bibliog- 
raphy both for students and faculty of worth- 
while articles found in current magazines; it 
carries reviews of some of the latest books; 
it calls attention to certain special articles per- 
taining to special departments, and many 
other facts which students are likely to over- 
look in their daily brousing. 


A plan which we use in order to keep our 
faculty in closer touch with the library is 
that of passing on to each instructor the new 
periodicals relating to his particular depart- 
ment before we place them on the current 
magazine shelf. In due time these magazines 
are called and placed on the shelf for gen- 
eral use. 

We have created further interest in our 
library by getting some of our extra-curricu- 
lar organizations to sponsor displays on sub- 
jects of interest to their particular organiza- 
tion. For instance, now our International 
Relations Club is providing a series of ex- 
hibits in the library for the purpose of arous- 
ing interest in peaceful means of settling in- 
ternational problems. 

We find, of course, that new books always 
stimulate more reading. We have in our li- 
brary a special shelf on women; another on 
Louisiana literature. Both of these collections 
are popular and with the addition of a few 
new volumes from time to time these shelv -s 
femain popular and as a result many of the 
socalled old volumes get into circulation 


also. 


MRS. A. L. TATUM, 
Librarian. 


RICHARD W. LECHE LIBRARY 
Louisiana State Normal College, 
Natchitoches. 

Two new librarians have been added to the 
faculty of this library. Mr. Eugene Watson, 
L. S. U., Library School, Reference Librarian, 
and Miss Cornelia Eastland, University of 
Oklahoma, Library School, cataloging depart- 
ment. 





PARISH CITIZENS’ LIBRARY 
MOVEMENT 

In accord with the general clamor for pub- 
lic libraries which is arising all over the 
state, Natchitoches Parish is to climax its 
crusade with the establishment of a parish 
branch of the Citizens’ Library Movement. 
This movement to secure a public library has 
been growing steadily ever since last Novem- 
ber, when its sponsorship was undertaken 
by the Young Men’s Business Club of Nat- 
chitoches. The Parish Citizens’ Library 
Movement is to be set up at a parish-wide 
rally to be held on March 18, in the Visual 
Education Room of the Leche Library at the 
State Normal College. 





DISPLAYS 

Library displays at the new Richard W. 
Leche Library at Louisiana State Normal 
College in Natchitoches are featured in two 
locations in the building: the bulletin boards 
in the vestibule where book jackets of new 
books including the blurbs are . displayed 
Various types of books appealing to students, 
such as biography, fiction, vocational choice, 
manners and personality are chosen. These 
displays are changed about every three 
weeks. 

The monthly selected lists of the ten best 
magazine articles are also posted on bulletin 
boards in the vestibule. 

The other display which is exhibited in the 
central display case in the Delivery Room is 
planned to carry out the keynote of the vari- 
ous seasons and holidays as much as is pos- 
sible. This display is changed about every 
three weeks also. 

The timely theme figures in the back- 
ground of the display, in the decorations, and 
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Libraries For Negroes 


News of libraries for Negroes in Louisiana 
is sparse this issue. It would seem that the 
librarians are either too occupied to send in 
even one small news item or too—say it we 
must—lazy to co-operate in putting Negro 
libraries on the map. In mid-January, about 
15 letters were sent out over the State to li- 
brarians at Negro schools and colleges. There 
were three replies. Please, please remember 
that we cannot conjure news out of the air. 





Leland College, Baker, reports the pur- 
chase of quite a few new books. However, 
its main objective for this year is still the 
building of a new auditorium. The present 
over-crowded condition of the library will be 
relieved when the new auditorium is com- 


pleted, as the present auditorium will become 
a reading room. 





Gilbert Academy, New Orleans, began its 
second year with a full-time, trained libra- 
rian in the fall of 1937. There are three 
NYA assistants. These student helpers are 
being instructed in the workings of the li- 
brary, in order that they may give more effi- 
cient help and that the range of their duties 
may be increased. 

About two thousand books that formerly 
belonged to the New Orleans University Li- 
brary made up the nucleus of the Gilbert 
Academy Library collection. In the past two 
years approximately two hundred dollars 
has been spent for books each year. Much 





(Continued from page 13.) 


in the books and magazines used. 

Displays featured this year are as follows: 
September: 

Travel books of many countries were ar- 
ranged on a sea-blue crepe paper ocean with 
a tiny silver ship as the central keynote. 
October: 

Books and magazine covers concerning 
Hallowe'en were displayed on an orange and 
black crepe paper background. Cardboard 
cats and witches carried out the idea of this 
holiday. 

November: 

An orange and tan crepe paper back- 
ground, a real pumpkin, and red-orange 
Nandina berries lent a festive atmosphere to 
the books on the subject of Thanksgiving. 
December: 

For the Yuletide month the beautiful illus- 
trations in the French magazine L’Illustra- 
tion and other pictures in magazines were 
used with several books on Christmas. An 
artificial snow background, tiny Christmas 
trees and wreaths completed this exhibit. 
January: 

The idea used this month was: Launch 
out on a sea of good reading in 1938. A 
“Bon Voyage” banner was attached at the 


top of a small ship which represented the 
student body. The ship sailed on an icy sea 
of “Good Reading for 1938.” The twelve 
books utilized were old favorites selected 
from standard Best Book Lists. On each 
book was placed a small banner bearing the 
name of one month of the year. 

Another display during the latter part of 
January and the early part of February car- 
ried out the scheme: Books that have shaped 
the world. A small globe of the world fea- 
tured this exhibit of books chosen from Fred 
Eastman’s new publication bearing the title 
“Books That Have Shaped the World.” 
February \7th through the 24th: 

Some of the best books which the library 
has concerning George Washington were dis- 
played. The decorations which completed 
the seasonal note were a red, white and blue 
crepe paper background, two small flags 
crossed and tiny hatchets placed at intervals. 
March: 

A colorfu! display for this month featured 
a number of garden flower books. Artificial 
grass and flowers of pastel shades completed 
the spring season motif. 

SCHARLIE E. RUSSELL, 
Librarian. 
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time and consideration have been given to 
the selection of the books in an effort to in- 
crease the interest of the students in reading 
and to satisfy the wide range of reading in- 
terest that has been shown. Daily circula- 
tion statistics and the observations of the li- 
brarian showed a general lack of interest in 
reading for pleasure. 


At the beginning of the year a group of 
boys and girls, assisted by the librarian, organ- 
ized a Book Lovers’ Club. During the club 
meetings the children have given brief re- 
sumes of books and stories that they have 
read. Occasionally a poem is read to the 
group. At one of the meetings a book title 
contest of jumbled letters proved to be of 
great interest to the members of the club. 





Xavier High School Library, New Orleans, 
is a live library. It is open to the teachers 
and to four hundred and ninety-two students 
from eight in the morning until four in the 
afternoon. Before class, during free periods, 
and especially after school large numbers of 
boys and girls may be seen borrowing or re- 
turning books. Others may be seen seated 
quietly at the tables reading encyclopedias or 
poring over other reference books. Before 
and after school, the librarian is assisted in 
her work by two student assistants. 

The library contains about four thousand 
books. This number includes about fifteen 
hundred books of selected fiction. Books on 
history, science, religion, art, music, etc., 
bring the number up to about the four thou- 
sand mark. The magazine rack displays at- 
tractively the new numbers of the thirty cur- 
fent periodicals to which the library sub- 
xribes. The magazines are very popular 
with both teachers and students. Books and 
periodicals on Negro poetry, Negro history, 
Negro music, Negro art, Negro business, Ne- 
gf0 professions give the students an oppor- 
tunity to keep in touch with the progress of 
their own race. 

Special classes, held by the librarian for the 
one hundred and forty-two freshmen, consist 
of twelve lessons on the use of the library 
and include practical application of the prin- 
Giples studied. The students are taken in 


groups of thirty-five to the library. 

Xavier Prep’s hope for the future is to 
secure more space and a larger seating capa- 
city to take care of the increased enrollment. 
However, for the present, there is small 
chance for the realization of this hope. 





The New Orleans Public Library is put- 
ting on an effective story-telling program in 
which the main building and the branches 
each play a part. At the Dryades Branch, 
3:30 p. m., the third Friday of each month, 
is the story-telling hour. The same stories 
are told at all the branches. Mrs. Mary 
Smith, the trained story-teller on the staff of 
the library, picks the stories. Four NYA 
assistants at the Dryades Branch carry on 
the work at that branch. They go to the 
Main Library, listen to Mrs. Smith tell the 
stories and then tell them to her. She gives 
them pointers on the telling of the stories 
and they are then ready to entertain the 
throng of youngsters who come to the 
Dryades Branch on the red-letter third Fri- 
day of each month. 





Rural libraries, however small, are invalu- 
able adjuncts to the communities in which 
they thrive. Our Lady of Grace School, Re- 
serve, provides a measure of library service 
to its students and to the parents of its stu- 
dents. Four hundred books—three hundred 
discards from a more prosperous library 
secured through the good services of Father 
Au Clair of Reserve, and one hundred texts 
and collaterals secured from Mother Pierre 
of Xavier University—make up the meagre 
supply of books informally presided over by 
Miss Emma Green, a teacher at Our Lady of 
Grace, who took the courses in library work 
offered at Xaiver University last summer. 
On each trip to New Orleans, Miss Green 
secures a dozen or so juveniles from Xavier 
University’s small collection of children’s 
books and takes them to Reserve for the use 
of the students who beg for stories of every 
description. Miss Green has started an in- 
formal story-telling program. Through these 
small beginnings, a lively interest in libraries 
and a great longing for an adequate supply 
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Jumor Members Round Table 


This is station JMRT broadcasting. Stay 
close to the radio (Bulletin) for the latest 
news! Are you listening? 

FLASH 

The J. M. R. T. of the L. L. A. met in 
New Orleans on Saturday, February 26, at 
the Y. W. C. A., in the cozy room of the 
business girls, which was attractively ar- 
ranged with interesting posters from Jesuits 
High School Library (Mary Lussan, libra- 
rian) and Colton High School Library (Eve- 
lyn Peters, librarian). 

Evelyn Stuart Cormier, chairman, wel- 
comed the 25 members present who repre- 
sented Public, High School and College Li- 
braries and who in turn introduced them- 


selves and told of some amusing incidents in 
their libraries. 

Helen Maestri, librarian, Hanson Normal 
College, was chairman of the delightful pro- 
gram. An informal report on the mid-winter 
meeting of the A. L. A. in Chicago and the 
Catholic Library meeting was given by Mar- 
garet Burke, librarian, Xavier University. 


FLASH! 

Kenneth Roberts’ “Northwest Passage” 
was delightfully reviewed by Theresa Mili- 
tello, New Orleans Public Library, and gave 
most of us a chance to be on “speaking 
terms” with some modern fiction. 





(Continued from page 15.) 


of books will be instilled into the hearts of 
the people of Reserve. 





Bookbinding is less of a bugaboo for the 
libraries of Louisiana since the Statewide 
Bookbinding Project came into existence. The 
only colored bookbinding project in the State 
is that located at McDonogh 24 School, 414 
Adams Street, New Orleans, under the im- 
mediate supervision of Mrs. Florence E. Tull. 
All bookbinding projects are under the 
Supervisor of Women’s and Professional 
Projects, Mrs. Leo F. Spofford, and Mrs. Jay 
M. Gill, Director of Statewide Bookbinding 
Projects. 

The colored project began its work on 
December 22, 1936, and is sponsored, as most 
of the white bookbinding projects of New 
Orleans are, by the Orleans Parish School 
Board and the Parochial Schools of New Or- 
leans. The equipment and materials needed 
are provided by the School Board and the 
labor is furnished by the Works Progress 
Administration of the Federal Government. 
An average of one hundred and fifty workers 
is employed. These workers come from every 
walk of life—maids, cooks, laundresses, cane 
cutters, people who never worked before 
work together and are doing a splendid job. 





August 22, 1937, was Achievement Day 
for the Colored Prjoect. Throngs of people 
came to see the work of the project and left 
completely satisfied that a worthwhile job 
was being done. Workers from white book- 
binding projects were among those who came 
to see and to admire. An exhibition of the 
project’s work was sent to the meeting of 
the Louisiana Teachers’ Association in 
Shreveport last spring. 

To date 36,075 books have been bound, 
at an average cost of 11 cents a book. The 
average number of books bound a day is one 
hundred fifty. 


Librarians hope and trust that the State- 
wide Bookbinding Project will become a per- 
manent project, and librarians, white and 
colored, take their hats off to the only Col- 
ored Bookbinding Project in the State. It is 
making an excellent name for itself. 





Miss Margaret Burke, Librarian at Xavier 
University, New Orleans, is taking a four 
months’ leave of absence, beginning in May, 
to travel in Europe. She will go first to the 
International Eucharistic Congress in Buda- 
pest and will then visit various European 
libraries. 
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AND ON THE HIGH “C’S!” 


Selby Masefield, Librarian, McDonogh 
High School, led a spirited discussion on 
English collaterals. Some of the points 
brought out in the discussion were: 


What is the interpretation of the word 
“collateral”—it should coincide with the sub- 
ject matter taught. Does it? Assigned book 
reports make pleasure reading a task. Many 
times collaterals are not correlated with the 
subject matter taught. Students learn to 
“weigh” books by the “pound.” Lists may 
be for a certain grade but do not take in dif- 
ference in ages and reading abilities. Re- 
quired reading does get students into the li- 
brary. 

What types are required, oral or written, 
lengthy discussion or multiple choice? What 
is the solution? The objection is not always 
to the list but to the type of report required. 
If libraries are up to standard, then why not 
allow students to read and report on any book 
desired. Oral book reports presented before 
a class encourage others to read the book. 
If book reports were not required, what 
then? Librarians and teachers would have 
to sell their wares to the students. Those who 
have tried this method find very little dif- 
ference in circulation and find more students 
enjoying their reading. 


NEWS FLASH! 

There is a great need for trained  chil- 
dren’s librarians to direct the children in 
teading for pleasure because it is very im- 
portant that proper reading habits be formed 
when young. 


STAND BY FOR THE MOST IMPORT- 
ANT FLASH! 

We are progressing rapidly with our di- 
tectory of ALL Librarians (trained and un- 
trained) and persons in the field of library 
work in the State of Louisiana. The object 
isto have some place to turn to for verifica- 
tion of names, addresses and positions. The 
directory will be arranged alphabetically by 
tame of librarian, parish and type of work 





and is to include the name, position, business 
address, training, experience and membership 
in A. L. A., L. L. A. and J. M. R. T. IF 
YOU HAVE NOT SENT IN THIS IN- 
FORMATION please do so at once and if 
you know of any whom we might not have 
reached, please send us their names and ad- 
dresses. 


S.0S. 

Have you entered the “Libraries Look 
Ahead” contest? See Wilson Bulletin, Feb- 
ruary issue, for details. We have been asked 
by Bess Vaughan, Sect., Southwest District, 
J. M. R. T., to write articles or opinions on 
some of the following subjects for possible 
editing in the Wilson Bulletin, May issue, for 
which our district is responsible for a page: 


1. Why I became a librarian (frank state- 
ments of why the individual entered the pro- 
fession will be appreciated). 

2. Hobbies of young librarians. 

3. Formula for keeping up-to-date (as a 
person, not just professionally). 

4. Is librarianship a profession? What 
will aid in gaining wider recognition of it 
as a profession? 

5. What can Junior Members contribute 
to A. L. A.? 

Send answers to Miss Bess Vaughn, Tri- 
Parish Library, Winnfield, La., before April 
Ist. 


DID YOU KNOW THAT: 

The bulletin was selected as a project for 
co-operation by the J. M. R. T. of the L. L. A. 

Margaret Burke, Librarian, Xavier Univer- 
sity, is leaving May first for a four months’ 
sojourn in Europe? Bon Voyage. Also, 
Muriel Haas, acting librarian, Tulane Middle 
American Research Library, is contemplating 
a trip abroad. : 

To date there are 104 Junior Members in 
the Louisiana Library Association. 

We hope to see all of you at the L. L. A. 
meeting in Alexandria, April 7-9. 

EVELYN PETERS, 
Secretary. 
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Loutsiana 


Recent references on Louisiana or by 
Louisiana authors, including books of im- 
portance locally printed, selected and anno- 
tated by Marguerite D. Renshaw, Reference 
Librarian, Howard Memorial Library, New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 


Books 

Coquitte, Watter—The Mayor of Bayou 
Pom Pom Speaks. 94 p. New Orleans, 
Coquille Pub. Co., 1938. 
The Mayor of Bayou Pom Pom speaks, 
giving some more of his amusing stories 
and seasons them with luscious recipes. 

FeperaL Waiters’ Proyect—New Orleans 
City Guide. 430 p. Boston, Houghton 
Mifflin Co., 1938. 
One of the American guide series. A 
wealth of information, richly illustrated 
with drawings and photographs and a 
variety of topical articles. 

Forey, Atsert S.—A Modern Galahad. 24 p. 
Milwaukee, Bruce Pub. Co., 1937. 
The author of this biography of St. John 
Berchmans is a native of New Orleans 
and a member of the Jesuit order. 

Jacost, Herman J.—The Catholic Family in 
Rural Louisiana, 12 p. Washington, D. 
C., Catholic University of America, 1937. 
A social survey replete with human in- 
terest, of the French-speaking, moss- 
gathering Catholic community of Pierre 
Part, La., the largest village in an area of 
swampland touching the parishes of As- 
sumption, Iberia, St. Martin and Iberville 
and covered by a lace-work of bayous, 
which makes, besides moss-gathering, 
trapping, fishing, swamp lumbering and 
farming the picturesque but meagre 
means of livelihood of the community. 
Augmented by illustrative material such 
as photographs and statistical tables. 

Leonarpt, Ottve—New Orleans Drawn 
and Quartered. 38 p. Richmond, Dale 
Press, 1938. 
Collection of drawings of New Orleans. 
Humor and satire, but especially sweep of 
line and excellence of composition. 


In Print 


Louis-Jaray, Gasriet—L’Empire Francais 

d’Amerique, 1534-1803. 376 p. Paris, 
Librairie Armand Colin, 1938. 
History of the French Empire in America 
considered as an episode in the age-old 
struggle between France and England for 
the possession of a colonial empire, bear- 
ing particularly on the importance of the 
Louisiana territory. 

Louisiana ET Texas—Voyage de la Mission 

“Cavalier de La Salle.” (Cahiers de po- 
litique etrangere diriges par Gabriel Louis- 
Jaray Nos. 68-77.) 212 p. Paris, Insti- 
tut des Etudes Americaines, 1938. 
A complete account of the Cavelier de La 
Salle mission in Louisiana and Texas, or- 
ganized by the Comite France-Ameri- 
que, told by the various members of the 
delegation. 

Rousseve, CuHartes B.—The Negro in 

Louisiana. 212 p. New Orleans, Xavier 
University Press, 1937. 
A most welcome study, well written, well 
documented, on the Negro in Louisiana 
and his contribution to the history of the 
state. Suggestive of further studies in 
the same field. Initial and most credi- 
table publication of the Xavier University 
Press. 

Wuirpte, Henry B.—Bishop Whipple's 

Southern Diary, 1843-1844. 208 p. Min- 
neapolis, University of Minnesota Press, 
1937. 
Of particular interest to Louisianians will 
be the pages describing his visit as a 
young man of 22 to New Orleans, the 
city which appeared to him to be “at the 
extreme end of everything.” Richness 
of detail and vividness of impression 
mark them. 

Xavier University, New Orleans—Occupa- 
tional Opportunities, Monographs, Nos. 
1-25. New Orleans, Xavier University 
Press, 1937. (Xaxier University Occupa- 
tional Guidance Monographs.) 

“Studies in the occupational opportuni- 
ties for Negroes conducted by the Re 
search department of Xavier University.” 
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Miscellaneous Notes 


CADDO PARISH LIBRARY CLUB 
NEWS 

At the invitation of the Webster Parish 
Library Club the Caddo Club went to Min- 
den Saturday, February 26th, to see the vari- 
ous branches in the Webster system and es- 
pecially to hear Dr. Helen Gordan Stewart, 
advisor in regional library planning of the 
L. S. U. School of Library Shcool. The 
thirty librarians, custodians, board members 
and friends of the library were delighted 
with the enthusiastic discussion conducted 
by Dr. Stewart on Recent Trends in Library 
Service, during which she showed the com- 
ing importance of regional planning in li- 
brary development. 

Miss Debora Abramson, of the Commis- 
sion, was also a special guest and various 
members of the two clubs enjoyed the oppor- 
tunity of quizzing her on the plans for the 
L. L. A. convention in April. 





Copies of numbers 1 and 2 of the Bulletin 
have become scarce. The editor has been 
asked for a number of copies which he can- 
not supply. Anyone having numbers which 
he cares to donate will please send them in 
to help fill gaps. 





Our feature “Louisiana in Print” caught 
the attention of James B. Childs, chief of the 
Documents Division of the Library of Con- 
gress who writes, “These state library bulle- 
tins do fill a decided place and I have often 
found many items of interest in them. If the 
list of “Louisiana in Print 1937” could be 
enlarged somewhat to include all state, parish 
and local official publications it would serve a 
useful purpose for the Louisiana libraries as 
well as to libraries elsewhere. Indeed any- 








thing that can be done to register all current 
louisiana publications, particularly those that 
#¢ not copyrighted, would be most wel- 
come”, 


The suggestion seems to us most excellent 
and most timely. All that is needed is coop- 
‘ration in the reporting of parish and state 


documents. It is not believed that such a list 
would take up a great deal of space quarterly. 
Suggestions are requested. 





Miss Frances Flanders, Neville High 
School Library, Monroe, Louisiana State As- 
sociation, would like to have all members pay 
their dues now. Specifically, apparently 127 
persons should help to fill the treasury by 
adding their 1938 dues to those which have 
been paid by 164 of the faithful. Most deeply 
in disgrace are the 65 who haven’t paid since 
1936. Let’s get this duty over with now to 
give the treasurer time to enjoy some leisure 
at the coming convention. 





Mr. Arthur Gropp whose account of the 
Survey of Central American libraries appears 
in this number left New Orleans on January 
26 to visit libraries in Cuba, Mrs. Gropp 
joining him there a month later. Meanwhile 
Mr. Gropp has also spent some time in Nas- 
sau and Bermuda and plans to go on March 
23rd to Jamaica. 





Once more the editor urges every Louisi- 
ana librarian to make it his or her duty to 
consider seriously the business of patronizing 
our good friends, the business firms who ad- 
vertise in this Bulletin. Without cooperation 
we cannot carry on. Unless we as librarians 
do our part we cannot expect a return from 
those enterprises whose help means much to 
us. 





Edmund L. McGivaren, esteemed librari- 
an of New Orleans Public Library and Sec- 
retary of the Association, has been seriously 
ill for the past three or four weeks. We are 
glad to report that he has returned from the 
hospital to his home and is gradually be- 
coming stronger. Our wishes go to him for 
a speedy restoration to complete health. 





From China comes a pathetic appeal 
which is a grim reminder of the days when 


books were being solicited for the burned 
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Louvain Library. The letter which comes 
from the Library Association of China speaks 
for itself and is here printed in part:- 
December 18, 1937. 
The scholarly world in the West must 
have learnt of the ruthless bombing and 


deliberate destruction of a great number 
of cultural institutions and libraries in 
those parts of China which have been 
devastated by the aggression of Japanese 
militarists. Institutions thus affected 
cover a large area extending from Sui- 
yuan in the north to Canton in the 
south. 


There are undoubtedly many libraries 
in your State with duplicate copies which 
they are willing to dispose of, as well as 
individuals who would like to offer their 
private collections for this cause. Cog- 
nizant of the invaluable service rendered 
by American librarians towards the re- 
storation of Louvain, we have already ad- 
dressed an appeal to the American Li- 
brary Association, hoping that under the 
leadership of that Association, a nation- 
wide campaign can be launched in the 
United States. 


May we hope that the generous spirit 
on the part of the members of your As- 
sociation will enable librarians in China 
to carry on with renewed vigour and in- 
creased impetus in this time of national 
crisis? 

Yours faithfully, 
T. C. YUAN, 
Chairman Executive Board 





Dameron-Pierson 
Company, Ltd. 


Special Library Binding 


Exclusive Agents 
EDISON-DICK MIMEOGRAPHS 
AND SUPPLIES 


400 CAMP STREET 


Raymond 1204 New Orleans 














BANCROFTS’ 
BOOKCLOTHS 


Binding Materials 
for all types of 
Library Bindings 


Selling Agents 


ALBERT D. SMITH & CO. 
290 Broadway 
NEW YORK CITY 














Charles F. Heartman 


The Book Farm, 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 





AMERICANA, PRINTED AND IN 
MANUSCRPT 
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HARMANSON 


Bookseller and Publisher 


Importer of Fine Bindings, Color Plate 
Books, Old Maps, Prints, Rare Americana 
Publisher of: 

“AUDUBON: An Intimate Life of the 
American Woodsman”’. 
by Stanley Clisby Arthur 
“Old New Orleans”, Old Families of 
Louisiana”, “Famous New Orleans Drinks 
and How to Mix Them’’, Madame Begue’s 
Creole Cook Book”, etc. 

333 ROYAL STREET, New Orleans 
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THAT “O. P.” BOOK 
YOU WANT! 


Might be located at The Bookshop, 
501 Third Street, Baton Rouge, La. 
Specialists in Louisiana and Southern 
material; new, old and rare. Catalogs 
free on request. 
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